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M A D E  M E  W A N N A  H O L L E R  
C a r o l  W i n t e r s  
t r i e d  t o  t a l k  t o  W i l l i a m  m a n y  t i m e s  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  s e m e s t e r ,  b u t  h e  
w o u l d n ' t .  H e  p o l i t e l y  r e s p o n d e d  t o  m y  h e a r t y ,  " H o w  a r e  y o u  d o i n g , "  b y  r a i s i n g  h i s  
h e a d  t o w a r d  m e  b u t  n o t  m e e t i n g  m y  e y e s .  H i s  b o d y  l a n g u a g e  s h o u t e d  l o u d e r  t h a n  
a n y  w o r d s  t h a t  a  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  m i d d l e - a g e d  w h o m e v e r  f r o m  
w h a t e v e r  u n i v e r s i t y  w a s  n o t  s o m e t h i n g  o n  h i s  a g e n d a .  I  h a d  c o m e  t o  h i s  w o r l d ,  
C e n t r a l  H i g h ,  a n  i n n e r  c i t y  s c h o o l  o f  a r o u n d  1 , 0 0 0  s t u d e n t s ,  t o  o b s e r v e  u n o f f i c i a l l y  
p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  i n  p r o c e s s  a n d  d o  a  l i t t l e  t e a c h i n g .  A s  a  t e a c h e r  o f  p r e - s e r v i c e  
t e a c h e r s ,  I  h a d  w a n t e d  t o  e x p e r i e n c e  f i r s t  h a n d  t h e  k i n d s  o f  s t u d e n t s  w e  w e r e  a s k i n g  
o u r  s t u d e n t  t e a c h e r s  t o  t e a c h .  S i n c e  I  h a d n ' t  b e e n  i n  a  h i g h  s c h o o l  c l a s s r o o m  s i n c e  
t h e  1 9 6 0 s  a n d  n e v e r  i n  a n  i n n e r - c i t y  o n e ,  I  w a s  a n x i o u s  t o  f i n d  o u t  f o r  m y s e l f  w h a t  
w a s  h a p p e n i n g .  W e l l ,  I  d e f i n i t e l y  w a s n ' t  h a p p e n i n g  w i t h  M r .  W i l l i a m  C a s h a l l .  
I  h a d  s e e n  h i m  e a r l y  i n  t h e  s e m e s t e r  w h e n  h e  h a d  s t r o l l e d  c o n f i d e n t l y  i n t o  c l a s s ,  
g r e e t e d  a  f e w  f r i e n d s ,  p u l l e d  o u t  a  b o o k ,  a n d  s e t t l e d  i n  f o r  t h e  c l a s s .  H e  d i d n ' t  
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  a n y  c l a s s  a c t i v i t i e s ,  l e t  a l o n e  t a l k  t o  m e ;  a n d ,  i f  a s k e d  b y  t h e  t e a c h e r  t o  
a t t e n d  t o  t h e  l e s s o n  a t  h a n d ,  h e  m a d e  a n  e l a b o r a t e  r i t u a l  o f  p u t t i n g  a w a y  h i s  b o o k ,  
g e t t i n g  o u t  p a p e r  a n d  p e n c i l  o r  e l s e  a s k i n g  f o r  i t ,  a n d  g e n e r a l l y  d i s r u p t i n g  t h e  f l o w  o f  
t h e  l e s s o n .  M o s t  d a y s  h e  w a s  a l l o w e d  t o  r e a d  w i t h o u t  i n t e r r u p t i o n ;  i t  w a s  s i m p l y  
e a s i e r .  
O n  o n e  d a y ,  t h e  c l a s s r o o m  t e a c h e r  s e n t  h i m  t o  t h e  l i b r a r y  w i t h  m e .  O u r  
a s s i g n m e n t  w a s  t o  m a k e  u p  a  q u i z  f o r  u s e  o n  T o  K i l l  a  M o c k i n g b i r d .  a n d  W i l l i a m  w a s  
o n e  o f  f i v e  s t u d e n t s  w h o  h a d  r a i s e d  t h e i r  h a n d s  w h e n  a s k e d  i f  t h e y  h a d  r e a d  u p  t o  
C h a p t e r  E i g h t .  W i l l i a m ,  w i t h  i n d i f f e r e n c e ,  a m b l e d  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  g r o u p  j u s t  f a r  e n o u g h  
a w a y  t o  s h o w  h e  w a s n ' t  u n d e r  a n y b o d y ' s  l e a d .  O n c e  t h e r e ,  b u t  b e f o r e  I  c o u l d  b e g i n  
t o  a d d r e s s  t h e  a s s i g n m e n t ,  W i l l i a m  i n f o r m e d  m e  t h a t  h e  h a d  f i n i s h e d  t h e  e n t i r e  b o o k  
b u t  w a s n ' t  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  w o r k i n g  o n  a n y  q u i z .  I  a s k e d  i f  h e  h a d  a  p r o b l e m  r e a d i n g  a  
w o m a n  a u t h o r ,  m y  a t t e m p t  t o  s p a r k  a n y  c o n n e c t i o n ;  h i s  r e p l y  w a s  t o  p u l l  A l i c e  
W a l k e r ' s  T e m p l e  o f  M y  F a m i l i a r  o u t  o f  h i s  b a c k p a c k  a n d  a s s u r e  m e  b y  l o o k i n g  
s t r a i g h t  i n t o  m y  e y e s  t h a t  h e  h a d  n o  p r o b l e m s  r e a d i n g  b o o k s  e i t h e r  b y  w o m e n  
a u t h o r s  o r  w i t h  w o m e n  p r o t a g o n i s t s .  
F i n a l l y ,  a  c o n n e c t i o n .  I  w a s  i m p r e s s e d  w i t h  W i l l i a m ' s  r e a d i n g  m a t e r i a l .  A f t e r  a l l ,  h e  
w a s  i n  r e g u l a r ,  t e n t h  g r a d e  E n g l i s h ,  n o t  a n  h o n o r s  s e c t i o n .  W e  t a l k e d  a b o u t  W a l k e r  
b r i e f l y ;  t h e n  I  a s k e d  i f  h e  h a d  r e a d  a n y  T o n i  M o r r i s o n .  S u r e ,  h e  l i k e d  T h e  B l u e s t  E y e  
b u t  d i d n ' t  u n d e r s t a n d  B e l o v e d  a t  a l l .  O k a y ,  I ' l l  a d m i t  i t .  I  w a s  h o o k e d .  T h e r e  s t o o d  a  
s i x - f o o t ,  s i x t e e n  y e a r  o l d ,  s u p p o s e d l y  w o e f u l l y  d e p r i v e d  b e c a u s e  o f  h a v i n g  g o n e  
t h r o u g h  a n  i n n e r  c i t y  s c h o o l  s y s t e m ,  a n d  h e  w a s  r e a d i n g  g o o d  l i t e r a t u r e  b y  c h o i c e .  I  
t r i e d  t o  e x t e n d  t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n  b y  a s k i n g  w h a t  h e  d i s l i k e d  a b o u t  B e l o v e d ,  a n d  h e  
s a i d  h e  d i d n ' t  k n o w ;  i t  j u s t  d i d n ' t  m a k e  a n y  s e n s e .  W h a t  d i d n ' t  m a k e  a n y  s e n s e  t o  m e  
w a s  t h e  c o n f l i c t i n g  f e e l i n g s  I  w a s  h a v i n g  a t  t h a t  m o m e n t .  W i l l i a m  w a s  j u s t  t h e  s o r t  o f  
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black man, who, if I had met him on a street late at night, would have moved me 
immediately to tense up, grip my purse, and walk quickly by. Now I had just found 
out that he read the same books I did. What could that mean? 
William turned to leave for another table, and my voice followed, asking if he had 
read any Buchi Emechetta. I thought he probably hadn't, but I was trying to stay 
connected, if only for a moment. "No," he said. "So?" I did a two-minute sales job on 
the qualities of this Nigerian writer and offered to bring in one of her works. That 
began a semester long trading routine between us, during which I brought Their 
Eyes Were Watching God, The Souls of Black Folks, Langston Hughes' Poetry, 
Race Matters, and Makes Me Wanna Holler. It also began a semester long journey 
for me on my attitudes toward black learners. Frankly, I didn't know I had had any 
attitudes at the beginning of the relationship. But he always knew. 
I could tell the books William enjoyed. They came back to me dog-eared, but he 
maintained his distance from talking to me about any of them. He did get so that he 
would raise his hand in greeting in order to acknowledge my presence; but, when I 
asked how he liked the reading, invariably he would answer, "Good." When pressed 
about what he specifically liked, he answered, "I don't know; I just did. I don't want to 
talk about it." I was convinced that he was a natural but untrained reader, who only 
needed to open up to me. We needed to connect, and then I could help him. I wasn't 
sure exactly what I would help him with. And why help was the mode I naturally 
chose wasn't clear either. It became clearer as I analyzed our relationship. We were 
wary of each other, and, originally, I had thought the reason for this was that I 
brought such an educated element into his life, one that he was not used to dealing 
with. However, as I pulled back the layers of my reactions to his superior reading 
ability, I found that I had had very low expectations of William. I was surprised in an 
unpleasant way about myself. I had also assumed that his lack of response to my 
questions about his reading was based on his shyness at presenting his opinions in 
front of such an educated person. I was wrong on both counts. 
As the school year came to an end, I asked William if he would be willing to talk to 
me about the protagonist of Makes Me Wanna Holler, and he agreed. I didn't know 
what to expect and tried to keep myself from expecting too much. After all, we didn't 
have much of a history together. His regular teacher had told him that his 
cooperation would count as extra credit in the class, something he desperately 
needed. I don't know whether that promise prompted him to talk, or whether he 
simply decided to show himself to me; but, for forty-five minutes, William let me 
inside his mind just a little. 
The main character of Makes Me Wanna Holler is Nathan McCall, a black man, 
who currently works as a reporter for the Washington Post. The book chronicles in 
autobiographical form his growing up in a middle-class black neighborhood and his 
young adult years on the street, in prison, college, and corporate America. It is an 
intelligent and angry book, one that makes any white reader uncomfortable and only 
too aware of either her prejudices or patronization or ignorance. I wondered how 
William felt about Nathan and his stance toward the world. 
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F i r s t ,  I  a s k e d  W i l l i a m  w h a t  N a t h a n ' s  a t t i t u d e  w a s  t o w a r d  o l d  p e o p l e .  A l t h o u g h  I  
h a d n ' t  r e m e m b e r e d  a n y t h i n g  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  t h e  b o o k ,  e v e n  t h a t  e x c l u s i o n  
w o u l d  s a y  s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  t h e  p r i o r i t i e s  o f  t h e  a u t h o r .  W i l l i a m  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  
i n d e e d  N a t h a n  h a d  h a d  a  g r a n d m o t h e r  w h o m  h e  l o v e d  v e r y  m u c h .  I n  f a c t ,  s h e  h a d  
b e e n  a  m a i d  f o r  a  w h i t e  f a m i l y  a n d  c o n t i n u a l l y  p r o d d e d  h e r  g r a n d c h i l d r e n  t o  a c t  l i k e  
t h o s e  w h i t e  k i d s .  N a t h a n  h a d  t r i e d  h a r d  t o  d o  t h a t  f o r  h i s  g r a n d m o t h e r ,  b u t  t h e n ,  a s  
h e  g r e w  u p ,  d e c i d e d  h e  d i d n ' t  w a n t  t o  b e  l i k e  t h o s e  w h i t e  f o l k s  a t  a l l .  S o ,  i n  s p i t e  o f  
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  h e  c o u n t e d  o n  h i s  g r a n d m o t h e r  f o r  l o v e ,  h e  c o u l d n ' t  a c t  i n  t h e  w a y  s h e  
w a n t e d  h i m  t o .  I  w o n d e r e d  a l o u d  h o w  i t  m u s t  b e  t o  a c t  l i k e  s o m e o n e  e l s e  t o  p l e a s e  a  
f a m i l y  m e m b e r ,  b u t  W i l l i a m  d i d n ' t  w a n t  t o  p u r s u e  t h a t  n o t i o n .  W h a t  h e  w a s  i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  w a s  c a t c h i n g  m e  i g n o r a n t  a b o u t  t h e  b o o k .  I  h a d n ' t  r e m e m b e r e d  t h o s e  i n c i d e n t s  
i n v o l v i n g  t h e  g r a n d m o t h e r ,  b u t  W i l l i a m  c e r t a i n l y  h a d  p i c k e d  u p  o n  N a t h a n ' s  s t e a d f a s t  
r e f u s a l  t o  b e  l i k e  t h e  w h i t e  m a n .  
I  t u r n e d  t o  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  r e l i g i o n  a n d  a g a i n  t h o u g h t  I  h a d  p i c k e d  a  s u b j e c t  t h a t  
w a s n ' t  c o v e r e d  i n  m u c h  d e t a i l  b y  M c C a l l .  W i l l i a m ,  w i t h  a  g r i n ,  n o t e d  t h a t  r e l i g i o n  h a d  
b e e n  a  h o t  t o p i c  w h i l e  N a t h a n  w a s  i n  p r i s o n ;  i n d e e d ,  h e  h a d  b e e n  p a r t  o f  a  b i b l e  
s t u d y  g r o u p .  I  a d m i t t e d  d e f e a t  i n  r e c a l l  a n d  s h o u l d  h a v e  a d m i t t e d  d e f e a t  i n  r e a d i n g  
w i t h  s e n s i t i v i t y  t h i s  y o u n g  b l a c k  m a n ,  b e c a u s e  W i l l i a m  w i l l i n g l y  s p e c u l a t e d  t h a t  h e  
w a s  a  l o t  l i k e  N a t h a n :  t h e y  b o t h  b e l i e v e d  i n  G o d  b u t  n o t  i n  r e l i g i o n .  O r g a n i z e d  r e l i g i o n  
w a s n ' t  s o m e t h i n g  e i t h e r  o n e  o f  t h e m  w a n t e d  a n y  p a r t  o f .  A t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  I  w a s  l e a r n i n g  
t o  k e e p  q u i e t  a n d  l i s t e n .  
I  t o u c h e d  o n  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  w o m e n ,  s o m e t h i n g  I  r e m e m b e r e d  w e l l  f r o m  t h e  b o o k ,  
b e c a u s e  N a t h a n  r e c o u n t s  h i s  e a r l y  s e x u a l  e x p l o i t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  g a n g  r a p e .  W i l l i a m  
d e f e n d e d  N a t h a n ' s  b e h a v i o r  t o  w o m e n ,  c a l l i n g  i t  " a d o l e s c e n t , "  a r g u i n g  t h a t  N a t h a n  
h a d n ' t  i n s t i t u t e d  a n y  o f  t h e  " t r a i n s , "  b u t  h a d  o n l y  p a r t i c i p a t e d  o u t  o f  p e e r  p r e s s u r e .  
A f t e r  a l l ,  N a t h a n  h a d  l a t e r  m a r r i e d  a  w o m a n  h e  d i d n ' t  l o v e  i n  o r d e r  t o  g i v e  h i s  c h i l d  a  
n a m e  a n d  h a d  e v e n  s t a y e d  w i t h  h e r  w h e n  s h e  w e n t  c r a z y ,  w h e n  s h e  h a d  a n o t h e r  
b a b y  j u s t  t o  k e e p  h e r  m e a l  t i c k e t .  H e  h a d  a n  o k a y  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d  w o m e n ;  i n  f a c t ,  h e  
h a d  e v e n  l o v e d  o n e ,  a l t h o u g h  h e  l o s t  h e r  i n  t h e  e n d .  N a t h a n  h a d  a l s o  f a t h e r e d  
a n o t h e r  b a b y ,  t o  w h o m  h e  g a v e  o n l y  p a s s i n g  r e f e r e n c e .  W i l l i a m  d i d n ' t  w a n t  t o  t h i n k  
a b o u t  t h a t  s u b j e c t  a t  a l l ,  o n l y  a d m i t t i n g  t h a t  t h e  w o m e n  i n  N a t h a n ' s  l i f e  w e r e  a  
c o m p l i c a t e d  b u n c h .  I  w a s  n o  l o n g e r  t r y i n g  t o  h e l p  W i l l i a m  r e s p o n d  a s  I  t h o u g h t  h e  
o u g h t .  
W e  b r a n c h e d  o u t  o n  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  r a c i a l  a t t i t u d e s  i n  A m e r i c a .  I  a s k e d  W i l l i a m  i f  
h e  t h o u g h t  r a c i s m  w a s  g e t t i n g  a n y  b e t t e r ,  a n d  h e  a s s u r e d  m e  i t  w a s  w o r s e .  I  
i m m e d i a t e l y  j u m p e d  t o  m y  r a c e ' s  d e f e n s e ,  b u t  h e  m a d e  i t  c l e a r  t h a t  w h a t  h e  m e a n t  
b y  w o r s e  w a s  t h a t  h i s  p e o p l e ' s  a t t i t u d e s  w e r e  w o r s e  t h a n  b e f o r e .  S i n c e  I  w a s n ' t  u s e d  
t o  t h i n k i n g  f r o m  a n o t h e r  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  I  w a s  b e c o m i n g  u n c o m f o r t a b l e  w i t h  t h e  
c o n v e r s a t i o n .  H e  t h e n  b r o u g h t  u p  M a r v i n  G a y e ,  w h o s e  s o n g  t i t l e  f o r m s  t h e  t i t l e  o f  
M c C a l l ' s  b o o k ,  a n d  d e c l a r e d  t h a t ,  a l t h o u g h  G a y e  h a d  l o o k e d  a r o u n d  a n d  b e e n  
a p p a l l e d  a t  t h e  w a y  A f r i c a n - A m e r i c a n s  w e r e  t r e a t e d  t h e n ,  t h e  a t t i t u d e  t h a t  t r e a t m e n t  
h a s  c r e a t e d  i n  A f r i c a n - A m e r i c a n s  w a s  w o r s e  n o w .  T h i s  m i s c o m m u n i c a t i o n  s h o w e d  
m e  t h a t  I  h a d  a n  a t t i t u d e  I  n e e d e d  t o  c h a n g e .  W h o  w a s  I  t o  t h i n k  o f  a  p e r s o n  o f  
a n o t h e r  r a c e  a s  s o m e o n e  w h o  n e e d e d  t o  c o n f o r m  t o  m y  w o r l d  v i e w ?  D i d n ' t  t h a t  
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assume the other race to be a problem? Didn't that assume that I held the standard 
to which William must adhere? Didn't that assume that not only should William be like 
me, but he ought to want to be? 
He listened to my next question, "Don't you at least want what the white people 
have?" but shook his head. "Whites think they're first, but they aren't; we are. Then 
come Hispanics, really close, and Asians dead last, way last." This blunt statement 
made me want to smooth things over, to murmur something about living together 
equally, but the words stuck in my throat. I saw that equal for me meant my way, and 
it was his vision of the world I had said I wanted to know. So I asked how that 
ranking fit in with the existing power structure and how much he thought he could 
give, in order to get what he wanted. William's response was that he wouldn't have to 
give in; he was going to go into business for himself. He would make it on his own 
with plenty of money to show for his trouble. Now I saw fire in William's eyes as they 
met mine. He wouldn't give in; he would beat the system. 
Backing away from the challenge in his eyes, I asked William where all his 
reading fit into his success equation. He said that he needed knowledge in order to 
get money. Here was a fundamental belief in the material power of knowledge. 
William was a believer, but such a na"ive one. He didn't realize that while the student 
body in his school was 75% African-American, the school's faculty was 90% white, 
which meant he had to work with a power structure that he perceived was against 
him. No matter what William knew he needed, the school system knew better. 
This disjunction between need and reality was further clouded by a failure on 
William's part and a failure on the system's part. For when I asked him what had 
turned him into such a voracious reader, he responded, "I did." He didn't remember 
one teacher who had guided him, but only his own self, sure to recognize what it 
wanted to know. William bragged that when he had taken the California Achievement 
Test in Junior High, he had tested as one of the best in the nation. Granting that he 
hadn't done very well in school for the last several years, he promised himself to "get 
with it" for the next two years so that he could get a scholarship for college. This raw 
determination sounded good, but I knew some of the statistics about inner city 
youths who made it to college. They weren't high. 
I pushed for an answer as to why he hadn't done well on his GPA. He blamed 
school, specifically some teachers. "They always think they're right. Well, I know I'm 
not always right, but they sure aren't either." He further accused them of non-
professionalism, of bringing attitudes from home into school and putting them on the 
students. He refused to have any of that and acknowledged that he had been kicked 
out of classes when he had pointed out such lapses of professionalism to the 
teachers. "They argue with me just like they were kids; and when I say that, they get 
mad." William couldn't seem to resist challenging the system. It might be in control, 
but that didn't make it right. 
The subject of anger !ed me to my last question: "Look at McCall's picture on the 
cover. Is he angry? Does he end the book an angry man?" 
"Yes, righteous anger." William then interpreted McCall's actions on his last two 
jobs. In the first, McCall had acted badly; he had given up too much of himself in 
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W e l l ,  I  k n o w  I ' m  
l d  t h e m  o f  n o n -
t t i n g  t h e m  o n  t h e  
h a d  b e e n  k i c k e d  
s i o n a l i s m  t o  t h e  
; a y  t h a t ,  t h e y  g e t  
g h t  b e  i n  c o n t r o l ,  
l l ' s  p i c t u r e  o n  t h e  
s  o n  h i s  l a s t  t w o  
u c h  o f  h i m s e l f  i n  
o r d e r  t o  h a v e  a  d e c e n t  j o b .  H e  t r i e d  t o o  h a r d  t o  b e c o m e  p a r t  o f  w h i t e  s o c i e t y .  
H o w e v e r ,  w i t h  t h e  W a s h i n g t o n  P o s t  j o b ,  M c C a l l  h a d  l o o k e d  a r o u n d  w i t h  a  m i n d  t h a t  
b e l i e v e d  i n  i t s  o w n  a b i l i t i e s ;  h e  h a d  s e e n  t h a t  b l a c k s  w e r e  t r e a t e d  a s  t o k e n s ,  a s  
o b j e c t s ,  a s  c o u p s  t o  b e  c o u n t e d  o n  t h e  w a y  t o  p o l i t i c a l  c o r r e c t n e s s ,  n o t  a s  p e o p l e .  
M c C a l l  m a d e  i t  h i s  b u s i n e s s  t o  k e e p  h i m s e l f  a l o o f  f r o m  t h e  o f f i c e  p o l i t i c s  a s  w e l l  a s  
t h e  p e o p l e  w h o  w o r k e d  t h e r e ,  t o  d o  h i s  j o b  b e t t e r  t h a n  a n y o n e  e l s e ,  t o  s h o w  h i m s e l f  
a b l e  t o  h o l d  t h e  p o s i t i o n .  C l e a r l y ,  W i l l i a m  a p p r o v e d  o f  t h i s  a p p r o a c h ,  e v e n  m i r r o r i n g  
M c C a l l ' s  f r u s t r a t i o n s  w i t h  h i s  w h i t e  c o - w o r k e r s '  l a c k  o f  i n t e r e s t  i n  w h o  h e  w a s .  T h e i r  
t h i n l y  d i s g u i s e d  f e a r  a t  w h a t  t h a t  A f r i c a n - A m e r i c a n  m i g h t  d o ,  t h e i r  g e n e r a l  
d e v a l u a t i o n  o f  t h e  w a y  N a t h a n  d r e s s e d ,  t a l k e d ,  c a r r i e d  h i m s e l f - a l l  r e s o n a t e d  i n  
W i l l i a m ' s  e x p e r i e n c e s .  A l t h o u g h  h e  d i d n ' t  u s e  t h e  w o r d  r e s p e c t ,  t h a t  w a s  t h e  h e a r t  o f  
h i s  d e f i n i t i o n  f o r  " r i g h t e o u s  a n g e r . "  I t  w a s  h i s  d e m a n d  t o  b e  t r e a t e d  a s  a  h u m a n  
b e i n g .  I  w a s  s u r p r i s e d  a t  t h e  d e p t h  o f  m y  r e a c t i o n  t o  t h i s .  I ' v e  n e v e r  c o n s i d e r e d  
m y s e l f  a  r a c i s t .  I ' m  t o l e r a n t ,  a r g u i n g  e q u a l  r i g h t s  f o r  a l l .  B u t  I  h a v e  u n c o n s c i o u s l y  
l i v e d  i n  a  s e a  o f  w h i t e  m a j o r i t y  s t a n d a r d s ,  b e l i e f s ,  a n d  v a l u e s  w h i c h  w e  e x p e c t  t o  b e  
p r i v i l e g e d  o v e r  a l l  o t h e r s .  
T h i s  q u e s t i o n  r e m a i n s :  i s  W i l l i a m ' s  n e e d  t o  b e  t r e a t e d  w i t h  r e s p e c t  g o i n g  t o  b e  
m e t  w i t h  t h e  r e a l i t y  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  s y s t e m ?  I t  d o e s n ' t  s e e m  s o .  T h e  n e e d  i s  r a r e l y  
a r t i c u l a t e d .  I t  u s u a l l y  e v i d e n c e s  i t s e l f  i n  s u l l e n ,  a n g r y ,  s t u b b o r n  r e s p o n s e s  t o  
a u t h o r i t y .  I t  r e s i s t s  b e i n g  k n o w n .  I t  m a k e s  o f  i t s  r e s i s t a n c e  a  s t a n c e  t o w a r d  l i f e .  
W i l l i a m  w a n t s  p o w e r  a n d  m o n e y ,  b u t  h e  e x p e c t s  t o  t a k e  t h e m  b y  s h e e r  i n n e r  
s t r e n g t h .  T h e  r e a l i t y  o f  h i s  s i t u a t i o n  i s  t h a t  h e  m a k e s  h i m s e l f  a n  o u t s i d e r ,  o n e  w h o  
w o n ' t  a c c e p t  t h e  s y s t e m .  H o w e v e r ,  I  h a d  n o t  u n d e r s t o o d  u n t i l  o u r  c o n v e r s a t i o n  w h a t  
b e i n g  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  s y s t e m  w o u l d  c o s t  h i m .  P r e s e n t l y ,  h e  i s  c o n f i d e n t  a n d  s m a r t  a n d  a  
l e a d e r .  H e  k n o w s  h o w  t o  h a n d l e  h i m s e l f  i n  h i s  w o r l d ;  h e ' s  l o o k e d  u p  t o  b y  p e e r s  a n d  
e i t h e r  f e a r e d  o r  i n d u l g e d  b y  s t a f f .  T h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  s u c c e s s  i s  g r e a t ,  b u t  s o  i s  t h e  
p o t e n t i a l  f o r  d e f e a t .  H e  w i l l  n o t  b e n d ,  b u t  h e  m a y  b e  b r o k e n ,  a n d  p e r h a p s  b y  a  w e l l -
m e a n i n g  e d u c a t o r .  M a k e s  y o u  w a n n a  h o l l e r - d o e s n ' t  i t ?  
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